
 

Have you always wanted to try your hand at painting on the asphalt?  Well, now you can!  Come join us 

at the Summer Arts Festival,  August 14th, 2010, on the Public Square in downtown Watertown, from 

10am ς 5pm.  We have 6 Ȅ сΩ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ Řŀȅ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ŀƴŘ 

art in the sun.  These spaces will be available on a first come, first serve basis.  There is no fee to be a 

part of the street painting exhibit, just sign up and bring your own supplies! 

Please print out an artist application from our website 

(http://www.nnyart.org/files/SAF_Vendor_Application.pdfύ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǊŎƭŜ ά{ǘǊŜŜǘ tŀƛƴǘƛƴƎέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

page.  Fill out only applicable information, no payment is needed; the Street Painting exhibition               

is a free event! 

Cash prizes will be awarded this year!  

 1st Place - $150.00; 2nd Place - $100.00; 3rd Place - $50.00 

The 6 Ȅ сΩ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ όȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ Ǉŀƛƴǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊΣ ōǳǘ с Ȅ сΩ ŦŜŜǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ǎƛȊŜ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘύ will be marked out, but the artist will be responsible for bringing their own 

supplies, see the suggested materials below: 

Supplies 

Student grade soft pastels or sidewalk chalk (make sure you have enough) ς NO PAINT! , paper towels 

or handi wipes to clean your hands, dust pan and brush to clean your area, masking tape, brushes for 

blending, reference picture, a hat to protect yourself from the sun and plenty of water to drink!! 

Sign up early to reserve your space! 

Please see more detailed information on how to create a street painting at www.nnyart.org 

(click on the Summer Arts Festival poster and then the street painting info link).  Also included 

are a brief history of street painting and a list of other festivals around the nation. 

If you have any questions regarding the Street Painting Exhibition, feel free to contact  

Monica Stadalski at 315-783-9099 or email her at monica@artbymonica.com 

http://www.nnyart.org/files/SAF_Vendor_Application.pdf
http://www.nnyart.org/
mailto:monica@artbymonica.com


 

The How -To of Street Painting:  

  

The best way to create a street painting, which will save time on errors and is 
the most methodical way of working, is the use of the grid.   The items listed in 
the parenthesis are suggested tools/supplies that you could use to assist in 
carrying out the specific step. Use of the word ópaintingô refers to using your 
chalk pastels to draw out and color in your image. 
  

1. Select the image you plan to re-create on the street surface. Traditional 
street painters sometimes select works from the old masters like Raphael or 
Michelangelo. However, you may want to re-create a modern piece or your 
own original artwork. Selecting a photograph is also popular.  
  

2. Make color photocopies of the selected image. Several copies  
will be needed, especially if more than one artist will be working on the piece. 
(Color copier, white paper) 
  

3. Draw a grid over the photocopies using a ruler and thin marker. Half -inch 
squares are ideal. Measure carefully so that all photocopies are gridded 
identically. (Ruler, pencil, eraser, marker, drawing board)  Photo editing 
software, like Adobe Photoshop, is useful and time saving when prepping your 
image.  Simply draw the lines over you image in half-inch or one inch 
increments.  Choose a color that will show up against your image.  Print a few 
copies.  It's also helpful to have a grayscale version of your image with no grid 
to view the values and a few color copies with no grid lines as well. 

 

  
  



4. Label the grid columns on your photocopies horizontally with alphabetical 
letters and vertically with numbers. (Pencil, eraser, marker)   
  

5. Keep reference copies on a clipped surface, such as a clipboard to prevent 
the wind from blowing them away! 
  

  

 

Preparing the Work Area  
1. Sweep the area you'll be working on to remove any debris. (Broom, hand 
held whisk broom, dust tray)  
  

2. The designated areas to create the paintings are typically square or 
rectangular. Try to make sure that the shape of the space on the street is very 
close to the same shape as your image. Determine the exact size of your 
allotted space.  All will be approximately 6 x 6ô for the Summer Arts Festival, 
due to the festival only being one day.  Anything larger requires more time.  
  

3. Measure out the four corners and then use a carpenter's chalk line to snap 
straight lines on the pavement. This will show you where the outside edges of 
your shape lie. (Large tape measure, chalk, carpenterôs chalk line) 
  

4. Affix masking tape to the pavement along the chalk lines on the outside of 
the shape to help create sharp borders ï if this is the look you desire. Some 
street painters work outside of the rigid shape to achieve a more organic edge 
ï if this is the case for you then omit this step. (Masking tape, duct tape) 
  

5. If you choose to use the borders of the shape as a hard edge around your 
painting ï follow this step: Using a tape measure and marker, measure out 
points on the masking tape that will be used to create a grid on the pavement. 
The grid on the ground will need to correspond with the grid on your 
photocopied picture. Measurements will differ, but a good ratio of pavement -
square size to photocopy would be one 6-inch square on the pavement per 
half-inch square on the photocopy ï ½ inch on paper = 6 inches on the 
pavement or 1 foot of pavement = 1 inch on paper.  (Large tape measure, 
marker).  
  

A. Using the chalk line tool, snap lines connecting from each side of the 
shape to mark your grid. Line up the chalk line first to the horizontal and 
then to the vertical points marked on the masking tape. 
  

B. Label the masking tape border with the letters and numbers that 
correspond to those noted on the photocopy of the image. These will serve as 



your location guides.  It is advisable to go over your "snapped" lines with a 
piece of regular pastel and ruler to make the lines more visible. 
  
  

6. If you are choosing a more organic edge for the painting you will still want 
to measure out the borders of your basic shape ï do this with chalk.    

 

  
  
  

Painting Your Masterpiece  
1. Use your photocopy and grids to guide you as you chalk out a rough outline 
of the complete image you are painting on the pavement - just enough to map 
out the image and get the proportions correct. (Padded knee guards, chalk 
pastels, various blending tools, work gloves, cushions to sit and kneel upon, 
visor, cap, large paintbrushes, chalkboard erasers) 
  

 
  
  



  

2. It is always best to start from one side and work your way across the 
image.  Pastels will easily come off the surface and once an area is  "painted" 
you want don't want to have to go back in to paint over or around.   
 

  
3. Lay a foundation of color using your fingers in small areas and a 
chalkboard eraser for larger areas.  Small pieces of foam work well also. 
  

4. Fill in the details of the image using various shades of colored chalk. 
Continue to blend colors to gain the right effect. Leave some chalk color 
unblended on the surface of the pavement to bring out colors, highlights and 
details. 
  

5. When you are finished remove the masking tape to reveal clean, crisp 
outlines (if applicable).   
  

6. Sign your work. If you've reproduced an image originally created by 
another artist (living or deceased), give the artist credit by noting his or her 
name and the title of the piece at the bottom of the street painting. Have a 
friend take a photo of you near your painting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Be Prepared for Many Situations  
Heat  ï Sunscreen, hat, water/ice, fruit, umbrella.  

 
  

Rain  ï Umbrella, poncho, duct tape, tarp(s), waterproof container for 
supplies. 
  

Large crowds of people  ï Bring a smile and anything that helps you 
maintain your smile, like chocolate!  

 
  

Children  ï There will be lots of little kids, be patient and willing t o chat and 
answer their questions. 
  

Pets  ï Pets like to walk their people around the festival. They are typically 
pretty good at controlling their people, but they have been known to steal a 
snack or two. 
  

Hunger  ï Pack some of your favorite foods. There will be food available, but 
in case you need something different or specific. 
  

Exhaustion  ï Take rests and possibly ask friends or family to provide some 
breaks.   The asphalt can get pretty hot when the temperature outside is 
soaring, so be sure to wear long pants or have a cushion to sit on.  Also, bring 
a folding chair (with umbrella) to sit under when taking breaks.  Art is hard 
work!   
  
  

 


